דרשת בת המצווה של איימי שר לפרשת "תולדות" תשע"ט
שבת שלום וברוכים הבאים לבת המצווה שלי,
אני מאוד שמחה ומתרגשת. אני מבקשת סליחה מדוברי העברית, וברשותכם אבקש להמשיך את הדרשה באנגלית, כי זה יהיה לי יותר קל ובעיקר אוכל להגיד בדיוק מה שאני רוצה!
***
[bookmark: _Hlk529471000]A few minutes ago, we finished reading the parashah of the week, parashat toldot, I was reading about the story of Isaac, the son of Abraham. This is about what happened after Isaac was born, what happened in the story of his life. Before I tell Isaac’s story, I want to tell you a bit about the beginning. 
We are now in the middle of the book of Genesis – Bereshit. Just after Abraham & Sarah, the first mother & father of the people of Israel - already died and Itzhak inherits Abraham’s place and marries Rivka. My parashah, opens at their wedding and the torah immediately adds that Rivka is barren and cannot give birth. Basically 20 years Rivka is barren, until she goes to Itzhak and begs him to pray to god for her. And it is written: 
25:19] These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham's son: Abraham was the father of Isaac,[25:20] and Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the Aramean.[25:21] Isaac prayed to the LORD for his wife, because she was barren; and the LORD granted his prayer, and his wife Rebekah conceived:
And she did not just get one baby, but inside Rivka’s stomach -as we know -she got two for the price of one:
Esav & Jacob.
Rivka was worried about all the rushing in her stomach. God tried to calm her down, and he told her: it is true you do have two children in your stomach, but just know that they both have their greatness. Both will run their own nations, and unfortunately, they will not necessarily live in peace with one another.
The day of the birth came, and the two twin boys came out to the fresh air of the world.
[25:24] "When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb.[25:25] The first came out red, all his body like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esav.[25:26] And after that came forth his brother, and his hand had hold on Esau's heel; and his name was called Jacob…"
They were both very different. Esav was always outside, and Jacob wouldn’t come out of the house. The story that I want to focus on is one of the most famous ones of all, it is the story of Esav selling his Birthright to Jacob for the price of lentils.
One day when Esav comes home from a long day at work, he smells something good, that Jacob cooked. He asked Jacob “could you give me some of that delicious red stuff that you cooked? It looks really good.” 
And Jacob? He gives him a deal: “I will give you food if you Sell me first your birthright!!". Esav agree. Deal done.
It is a weird story, and I want to ask: why the "birthright" is so important to Jacob?
One of the reasons for this is that once, 3500 years ago, when you are the eldest you will inherit all the father’s property and money. The eldest would “carry on the father’s way”. This also includes the responsibility for the spiritual heritage and the leadership of future generations. So – it was very important indeed!
I am not the oldest and it is a bit annoying that the first born was the most important, and I do understand why Jacob worried for himself, and tried to change his status so he also will be part of the heritage!
But everything gets complicated later in the story, when Isaac comes to bless Esav before he dies.  Jacob with his mother’s help, lies to his father, disguises himself as his brother Esav, and in the end receives the blessing that Isaac kept for his eldest son.
What we see from the side is not respectable at all and certainly not honest and fair. Because honestly, I don’t think you can sell your birthrights, it is just the order of the birth. And Esav came out first. And Jacob came out second. That’s how it is.
And yet, I would like to try to understand Jacob's act from another important matter: 
The Torah told us that Isaac loved Esav and Rivka loved Jacob. It doesn’t mean that she didn’t love Esav, or that Isaac didn’t love Jacob- it just means that they liked one better than the other. I think that it is very hard for a child to know that their father or mother, likes the other child better. And maybe that is the point:  Jacob tried to get closer to his dad, Isaac, and maybe the way to that was to buy his brother’s spot, then Isaac will love them both equally. Jacob wanted to prove to Isaac that he was no worse than Esav. And maybe even a bit better than him. And when Isaac discovers about the “stealing of the blessing” by Jacob, was he angry? Was he shouting? Was he going to punish Jacob? Nothing. Why? Because Isaac finally understood that Jacob only wanted more love and attention.  And therefore, he gets a double blessing. Afterall, Esav gets also a blessing from his father, a blessing that does not make his anger any better: unfortunately, he promises to murder Jacob at the first occasion…
*
Inside every family, even mine, there is a natural jealousy and competition between brothers and sisters, even if it is something unspoken, it exists. One child is talented in sport, one in science and one in math, each one good at something else. But everyone wants attention, and love and hugs. Everyone wants to be praised, And sometimes parents aren’t always available, and they can’t always give everyone attention 24/7. But that doesn’t mean that they don’t love you. And more than that, parents have a big responsibility explaining to all their children that they are special and are magnificent exactly the way they are.
This story from the Parashah is very related to MY very special day. Today is the day that I move from being a child to becoming a young woman. Today I understand that being mature, even if I’m not the first born, is taking responsibility for my life, my family and my environment. I understand that my actions for better or for worse, have consequences for with I am responsible. 
Even though Esav was the oldest, he through his responsibility to Jacob, and he sold his birthright for …. food. And after that he tried to steal it back!!!  Jacob took advantage of the opportunity, bought the birthright, which was a great privilege - that's clear.But he was also aware of the duty of being the oldest : meaning,  being responsible for transmitting the tradition and legacy to the next generation -- especially when you are the grandson of Abraham. Jacob took the all package: rights and duties. 
My Parashah taught me – and us - a lesson of responsibility, commitment and duty. And, a lesson in listening and sensitivity, all these important skills that I will take with me on my Jewish journey that I officially start today.
******
Before I finish, I would like to thank you, uncles & aunts, family & friends who got up early today on Saturday morning to be here with me and to celebrate with me my bat mitzvah. I would also like to thank this synagogue   , המנין המשפחתי מסורתיand the my Rabah Nathalie, how lucky I am that I have this congregation so close to my home that consider boys and girls equally. Rabba Nathalie helped me a lot and I am happy that I did an עליה לתורה   ---- unlike most girls in my class ---So thanks!

And now I want to thank my dear family:
My grandparents who were not able to come, even though they did. I want to thank you for giving me so much love and attention. I want to thank my siblings, louis, Ella, tilly, ike and Noga, for being great role models and helping me with my homework and making me laugh. I am sorry to say that ike Ella and tilly are not here today, but I am sure that they are thinking of me now. Noga, thank you for being such a great sister, for helping me out, for giving me advice, for making me laugh even when I am crying, for being a good friend and a great sister. Ike, thank you for reading to me when I was little, for helping me out, for jumping with me on the trampoline, for being so smart and helping me, and for listening to me while I talked. 
And last but definitely not least, mum and dad:  Dad, thank you for always being there for me, for helping me with everything in my life, for tickling me and hugging me, for believing in me and for pushing me beyond my belief. You have helped me a lot in life. Thank you.
Mum: thank you for being my fairy godmother, for teaching me about generosity sensitivity, for teaching me manners, and helping me to reach my goals and my targets, for making me feel better when I’m down, always making me laugh.  I love you both so much. You have helped me in life every step of the way, I hope you will always be proud of me, and my path. 

**
[bookmark: _GoBack]Before finishing I want to take a moment to remember those who are not with us today. That something from them come with me were ever I go …. Grandpa ike, my father's father who was a great man, my grandma Naomi, who was a strong and loving woman who was my father’s mother, grandma Margot who was compassionated and caring and funny, who is my father’s step mother my them rest in peace.
**

Thank you all for coming MAZAL TOV to everyone and SHABBAT SHALOM.

